City of St. Paul Regular Meeting
704 6% Street
St. Paul, NE 68873

Monday, July 20, 2026

A meeting of the Mayor and City Council of the City of St. Paul, Nebraska was held at City Hall in
said City on Monday, July 20, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. Present were Mayor Mike Feeken and Council
members Katie Kowalski, Bill Peters, Mark Wilson & lerry Woodgate. Ahsent: None. Notice of
the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Phonograph Herald, a legal
newspaper published in said City and County. Notice of the meeting was also posted in four (4)
public places. Notice of this meeting was communicated in the advance notice. All proceeds
thereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was opened to the attendance of the
public.

Mayor Feeken opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. with thanking the public for attending and
announcing that the City of St. Paul abides by the Open Meetings Act, which is posted on the
west wall as required by Nebraska State Law §84-1407 through §84-1414. Mayor Feeken also
stated that the City Council may vote to go into Closed Session on any agenda item as allowed
by NE State Law §84-1410.

Mayor Feeken continued the meeting by announcing that individuals who have appropriate
agenda items for City Council consideration should complete the "Request for Future Agenda
ltems" form located at the City Office. If the issue can be managed administratively without
Council action, notification will be provided. if the item is scheduled for a meeting or study
session, notification of the date will be given. Also, any City patrons that are requesting "Public
Records" or have "Questions or Concerns" in regard to the City, they need to be submitted in
writing to the City of St. Paul, so that it can be addressed appropriately. These forms are
available online, in a file folder on the back wall of the Council Chambers or at the City Office.

There was an opportunity for individuals wishing to provide input on any of tonight’s agenda
items. Those individuals were asked to reserve time to speak; per Mayor Feeken, there will be a
five (5) minute limit per person on speaking.

Mayor Feeken opened the public hearing at 6:31 p.m. pertaining to a new Liquor License
application regarding the 7th Street Bar (Kelsey and Andrew Koperski) at 706 7th Street, Class C
Liquor License job Number #180238. The establishment was formerly Jake's Bar.

Council member Kowalski moved to approve "The Dugout Bar & Grill BBQ Challenge "Special
Designated Liquor (SDL} application to be held on Saturday, August 22, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. The event will be held on the east side of the establishment on 8th Street between
Howard Avenue and Indian Street. A current Certificate of Insurance is at the City office. Council
member Peters seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate
voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0. Sergeant Thomas Holmes approved the application.



Mayor Feeken opened the public comment period at 6:33 p.m. pertaining to the new Class C
Liguor License application regarding the 7th Street Bar (Kelsey and Andrew Koperski) at 706 7th
Street, Liquor License Job Number #180238. After hearing no public comments, Mayor Feeken
closed the public comment period at 6:34 p.m. Council member Woodgate moved to approve
the new Class C Liquor License application pertaining to the 7th Street Bar (Kelsey and Andrew
Koperski) at 706 7th Street, Liquor License Job Number #180238. Council member Wilson
seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson, and Woodgate voted aye,
nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Council member Wilson moved to approve the Nebraska Form 50G Schedule |l - City Lottery
Sales Outlet Location application regarding Kelsey and Andrew Koperski as the new owners of
the 7th Street Bar (706 7th Street) formerly Jake's Bar. Council member Kowalski seconded the
motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion
carried 4/0. Michael Nevrivy, Nebraska Keno Inc., was present to answer gquestions.

Council member Wilson moved to approve the 7th Street Bar (Kelsey Koperski) Property
Improvement application regarding a new sign (Tri-City Signs) in the amount of $1,840. The
funds will be dishursed from sales tax. The $t. Paul Development Corp. (SPDC) recommends
approval of the application. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Council members
Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Howard County Sheriff's Chief Deputy Paul Tartaglia was in attendance to discuss dissolving the
St. Paul Police and merging with the Howard County Sheriff's Office. Topics discussed included
(1) Employment of two (2) City Police Officers by Howard County, plus hiring one (1) extra
Deputy; (2) Local control; contract to be negotiated by both parties; (3) City coverage; (4) City
funding (1st year request is $500,000; 2nd year request is $470,000, then beginning the 3™
year, the preceding yeat’s annual price increases by 3.5%. The same 3.5% adjustment applies
during renewal and the transition option year unless formally amended); (5) family time off; (6}
City liability insurance; (6) City code enforcement; (7) dispatcher cost; and then (8) public
guestions. Council member Kowalski stated that this needs to go to the vote of the people; this
is too big of an issue for just four (4) Council members to decide. Council member Kowalski
moved to approve setting a place, date, and time to perform a special public forum regarding
the above subject. Council member Woodgate seconded the motion. Council members
Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Joe Hansen and Sandy Mudloff, members of the Museum of Nebraska Major League Baseball
were in attendance to request funding sources, and to request the assistance of the City to help
fund a portion of the museum; the annual rent is $8,400. The Museum of Nebraska Major
League Baseball originated in 1991 and is operated by the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce. The
museum collects memorabilia, preserves the collection, exhibiting material in permanent
gallery space and honoring individuals who had exceptional careers. City Officials will discuss
the funding issue at the 2026-2027 Budget workshop on Monday, luly 28, 2026. No action was
taken.



Another lengthy discussion ensued regarding the amendment to the St. Paul Municipal Code to
establish new Sections 5-403 to 5-406 of Chapter 5 related to the operation of bicycles, electric
bicycles (E-Bikes), and electric personal conveyance. The majority of the audience was pleased
on how the ordinance was written.

Council member Woodgate introduced Ordinance 1067, to repeal the City of Saint Paul,
Nebraska Municipal Code 5-401 (Bicycle; Operation) and 5-402 (Clinging to Motor Vehicle); and
to establish new Sections 5-403 to 5-406 of Chapter related to the operation of bicycles, electric
bicycles (e-bikes), and electric personal conveyance; repealing all ordinances and sections in
conflict herewith; to provide for the effective date of such ordinance; and to provide for the
publication of this ordinance. Council member Kowalski moved to waive the three (3} readings
of Ordinance 1067 at three {3) different occasions. Council member Wilson seconded the
motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion
carried 4/0. Council member Kowalski moved for final passage of Ordinance 1067. Council
member Wilson seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate
voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0. Utilities Superintendent Helzer will order “restricted
ride area” signage.

St. Paul Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jordan Bottolfson and St. Paul Chamber of
Commerce Board member Tiffany Fousek was in attendance to provide a recap of the Grover
Cleveland Alexander (GCA) Day event, along with issues keeping 4" Street between Howard
Avenue and Jay Street open during the event. It was requested that City employees need to do
more volunteering. Funding GCA Days is approximately $28,000.

Council member Peters moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items: (1) Treasurer's Report
June 2026; (2) Minutes July 6, 2026 (regular); and (3) Disbursements June 20, 2026. Council
member Kowalski seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, and Wilson voted
aye, Council member Woodgate voted nay, due to the City not receiving a liquidated damage
letter regarding the Tennis & Picklebali Court at the last City Council meeting. Motion cartied
3/1.

Disbursements July 20, 2026

Air & Apparatus Solutions {service) 1972.25
AT&T Mobility (service) : 834.81
Aurora Coop (fuel) 3140.08
Black Hills Energy {utilities) 1411.31
Bockmann Auto Sales (service) 231.28
Bound Tree Medical (supplies) 798.96
Central Nebraska Bobcat (service) 328.22
Charter Communications (service) ‘ 540.08
Chesterman Company (concessions) 139.04
City Lights (utilities) 10479.06
Clearfly (service) 199.30
Custer County Recycling (service) 11.40
Danko Emergency Equipment {supplies) 710.00

Deterdings {chemicals) 140.34



Elmwood Cemetery (service) 300.00
Filter Care (service) 204.25
Hansen tnt'l Truck (service) 761.36
Heartland Disposal (service) 5489.75
Homestead Bank (ACH fees) 33.40
Hometown Leasing {contract) 39.12
Howard County Register of Deeds (fee) 10.00
Howard Greeley RPPD {utilities) 177870.79
Island Sprinkler Supply {supplies) 1060.38
Jim's Champlin (fuel) 3277.98
John Deere Financial (supplies) 37.98
JWC Environmental (fees) 156.12
Loup Valley Supplies {supplies) 154.73
Medica {insurance) 24541.27
Meyer, Nicholas [mileage) 108.75
Mid-Nebraska Disposal (service) 5472.75
NE Dept of Motor Vehicles {fee) 20.00
NE Power Review Board (assessment) 350.48
NE Public Health Environment ({lab) 253.00
On The Spot Cleaning (service) 290.00
One Call Concepts (service) 76.68
Open Caret (service) 200.00
Petty Cash (meals, fee, supplies) 34.16
Phonograph Herald (publish) 678.78
Quick Med Claims (service) 1031.05
Sample, Mat {reimb) 5.00
Servi-Tech (lab) 296.00
State of NE Revenue: Submittal of Sales & Use Tax  {submittal of tax) 15825.87
St. Paul Public School (service) 4500.00
St. Paul Rescue Squad (meals, lodging) 594.34
Subsurface Solutions (supplies) 19684.52
Svehla Law Offices (legal) 2142.00
Triple T Disposal (service) 588.50
US Post Office (postage) 540.00
US Treasury (fee) 57.60
Wesco Distribution (supplies) 2840.65
Non-General Dishursements

Sales Tax Transfer #504420 to Sales Tax Ckg #300277 (transfer) 75000.00
Sales Tax: St. Paul Development Corp 2nd Distribution (distribution) 35000.00
Health Ded: Medica OneSource - health ded (reimb}) 2004.80
Health Ded: Medica OneSource - health ded (reimb) 5028.95
Health Ded: Medica OneSource - admin fee (fee) 64.00



TIF: § Squared Enterprises (July 2026) Tif Proceeds (tif proceeds) 721.22

TIF: City Share MAD Dev {July 2026) Tif Proceeds (tif proceeds) 532.35

TIF: MAD Dev Share (July 2026) Tif Proceeds {tif proceeds) 532.34

TiF: MAD Dev Lost Check #294 Replaced with #1001 (tif proceeds) see May 2026
in amount $14,352.28 |

Health Ded: Medica OneSource - health ded {reimb) 2551.06
Keno: Laura Berthelsen - ribbon cutting expenses (reimb) 110.54
Park Grant: SCEDD - Grant Admin {fee) - 6250.00

Council member Woodgate moved to approve the League Association of Risk Management

{LARM) 2026-2027 Renewal Resolution 2026-02. This would provide a written notice of
termination at least 180 days prior to the desired termination date, which date shall be no

" sooner than September 30, 2029 (180 day and three (3) year commitment; five percent (5%)

discount). Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters,

Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

A brief discussion ensued regarding City Clerk’s Beck’s resignation regarding sick leave. A letter
will be provided to the City regarding the sick leave time-off from Ms. Beck’s doctor prior to the
procedure. Council member Kowalski moved to approve City Clerk/Deputy Treasurer Connie Jo
Beck's resignation effective February 26, 2027. Council member Wilson seconded the motion.
Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried
4/0.

There was a brief discussion regarding the new City Clerk/Deputy Treasurer’s wages. Council
member Kowalski moved to approve hiring Jody Hogan as the new City Clerk/Deputy Treasurer;
Ms. Hogan will begin on Monday, August 10, 2026, with a beginning hourly wage of $32.50.
Council member Woodgate seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson &
Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Moticn carried 4/0.

Mayor Mike Feeken stated that the City of St. Paul will hold a 2026-2027 Budget Workshop on
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers; all Department Heads are to
be present.

Public Announcements: The Howard County, Nebraska Fair will be held on Friday, July 17, 2026,
to Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

Mayor Feeken adjourned the City Council meeting at 9:22 p.m.
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Union Hourly:
Light Commissioner - $44.40; Lineman - $33.05 - $39.16; Water Commissioner - $36.79; Water

Operator - $30.28; Sewer Commissioner - $33.96; Sewer Operator - $31.28; Street
Commissioner - $35.47; Equipment Operator - $29.04; Park Manager - $30.06; Deputy Clerk -
$30.20; Utility Clerk - $27.56; Payroll Clerk - $26.21

Nonunion Hourly:

Utility Superintendent - $44.79; City Clerk - $43.28; Police Chief - $35.94; Sergeant - $32.50;
Police Officer - $27.17; Part-time Police Officers - $25.00; Police Secretary - $20.81

Library:

Library Assistants - $15.00; Library Director - $20.50

Seasonal;

Cemetery - $14.00 - $15.70; Landfill - $16.61; Pool Employees - $14.25 - $18.75

Mayor - $3,600; City Council Member - $2,400; City Treasurer - $2,400



