City of St. Paul Regular Meeting
704 6™ Street
St. Paul, NE 68873

Tuesday, September 8, 2026

A meeting of the Mayor and City Council of the City of 5t. Paul, Nebraska was held at City Hall in
said City on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. Present were Mayor Mike Feeken and
Council members Katie Kowalski, Bill Peters, Mark Wilson & Jerry Woodgate. Absent: None,
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Phonograph Herald, a
fegal newspaper published in said City and County. Notice of the meeting was also posted in
four (4) public places. Notice of this meeting was communicated in the advance notice. All
proceeds thereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was opened to the
attendance of the public.

The City of St. Paul Council held two {2} meetings on Tuesday, September 8, 2026; the 1%
Council meeting began at 6:30 p.m. pertaining to a public hearing regarding the City of 5t.
Paul's 2026-2027 Budget and Budget Summary; and the 2" meeting was the Regular Council
maeting that commenced immediately upen adjournment of the budget hearing.

Per Nebraska State Statute 13-506(1), as amended by LB148 (2020): Each governing body shall
each year conduct a public hearing on its proposed budget statement. Such hearing shall be
held separately from any regular scheduled meeting of the governing body and shall not be
limited by time. After such hearing, the proposad budget statement shall be adopted, or
amended and adopted as amended at a separate and distinct meeting, and a written record
shall be kept of such hearing.

Mayor Feeken called the City Council meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the "Pledge of
Allegiance" and thanking the public for attending and announcing that the City of 5t. Paul
abides by the Open Meetings Act, which is posted on the west wall as required by Nebraska
State Law §84-1407 through §84-1414. Mayor Feeken also stated that the City Council may vote
to go into Ciosed Session on any agenda item as allowed by NE State Law §84-1410.

PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed City of St. Paul's 2026-2027 Budget and Budget Statement.

Mayor Feeken opened the public comment period at 6:31 p.m. regarding the proposed City of
St. Paul's 2026-2027 Budget and Budget Statement. Mayor Mike Feeken stated that there will
be no increase in property tax dollars. Mayor Feeken then provided an overview of the 2026~
2027 “Budget Comparison Schedule” regarding the (1) Valuation; (2) Property Tax request; {(3)
the Levy (Non-Bond and Bond); (4} Sinking Funds; and (5) Transfer of funds. Howard County
Commissioner Kathy Hirschman requested the 2026-2027 Police Budget amount. After hearing
no other comments from the audience, Mayor Feeken closed the public comment period and
adjourned the special meeting regarding the proposed 2026-2027 Budget and Budget Summary
at 6:43 p.m.



Mayor Feeken calied the Regular Council meeting to order at 6:44 p.m.

Individuals who have appropriate agenda items for City Council consideration should complete
the "Request for Future Agenda ltems" form located at the City Office. If the issue can be
handled administratively without Council action, notification will be provided. If the item is
scheduled for a meeting or study session, notification of the date will be given. Also, any City
patrons that are requesting "Public Records" or has "Questions or Concerns” in regard to the
City, they need to be submitted in writing to the City of 5t. Paul, so that it can be addressed
appropriately. These forms are available onlineg, in a file folder on the back wall of the Council
Chambers or at the City Office.

There was an opportunity for individuals wishing to provide input on any of tonight's agenda
items. Those individuals were asked to reserve time to speak.

PUBLIC HEARING: Mayor Feeken opened a public hearing at 6:44 p.m. regarding the
consideration of adopting a long range 2026 One (1) and Six (6) Year Street Improvement plan.

Mayor Feeken stated that there are more modifications that need to occur between the
Howard County Attorney and the City of St. Paul Attorney pertaining to the redline copy of the
"Interlocal Law Enforcement Services and Transition Agreement". Council member Woodgate
brought up concerns pertaining to the Howard County Dispatcher interlocal Agreement.
Council member Wilson moved to direct the Mayor and City Attorney to negotiate with the
Howard County for modifications to the "Interlocal Law Enforcement Services and Transition
Agreement.”" Council member Kowalski seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski,
Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, Council member Peters voted nay. Motion carried 3/1.

Mayor Feeken opened the public comment period at 7:02 p.m. regarding the City of St. Paul's
2026 One (1) and Six (6) Year Street improvement Plan.

City Engineer Jeff Palik (Olsson) presented the 2026 One (1) and Six (6) Year Street
improvement Plan maps for review on each individual street project. The One (1) Year Street
plan consists of: (1) East/West Alley between Howard Avenue and Grand Street and between
7th Street and 8th Street {east half only); (2) 3rd Street - "O" Street to the north City limits; and
{3) Kendall Street - 6th Street to 4ih Street; Jay Street - 6th Street to 4th Street. The Six (6) Year
Street plan consists of 31 projects. Even though the projects are in the One (1) and Six {6) Year
Street Improvement Plan, the City is not obligated to complete them. This has always been a
planning process that is completed each year for the City to receive Highway Allocation funding.
After hearing no other public comments, Mayor Feeken closed the public comment period at
7:10 p.m.

Council member Wilson moved to approve the City's 2026 One (1) and Six (6) Year Street
Improvement Plan, along with Resolution 2026-05; whereas the City of St. Paul has conducted a
public hearing in accordance with the requirements of the Board of Public Reads Classification
Standards. Council member Peters seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters,
Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0. City Engineer leff Palik stated
that the One (1) year plan can be amended throughout the fiscal year for necessary projects or
through a petition.



Council member Woodgate moved to approve the City of St. Paul's Transfers for Fiscal Year End
2025-2026 = $407,436.64: Light to Police $178,500 {operating); Light to Park $66,800
(operating); Light to Street $5,000 {light poles); Water to General $23,359 (US Wages); Water to
Park $7,000 {operating); Sewer to General $23,359 (US Wage); Landfill to Park $13,247
{operating); General to Swimming Pool $13,000 (operating); Street to General $23,359 (US
Wage); Street to General 541,820 (Snow Blower); and Street to VP Bond $11,992.64 (Street
Assessments). Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski,
Paters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

NOTE: The 2025-2026 Sinking Funds transaction was approved on May 18, 2026.

Council member Wilson moved to approve the proposed 2026-2027 Budget and Budget
Statement. Council memher Woodgate seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski,
Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Council member Wilson moved to approve Resolution 2026-04, whereas the 2026-2027
property tax requests be set at $701,969.69 for the General Fund and $277,777.77 for the Bond
Fund. The total assessed value of property differs from last year's total assessed value by
5.48%. The tax rate, which would levy the same amount of property taxes as last year, when
multiplied by the new total assessed value of property would be 0.462838 per $100 of assessed
value, The City of St. Paul proposes to adopt a property tax request that will cause its tax rate to
be 0.462884 per $100 of assessed value. Based on the proposed tax request and changes in
other revenue, the total operating budget of the City of St. Paul will decrease last year's budget
by 3.83 percent. A copy of the resolution will be certified and forwarded to the Howard County
Clerk on or before October 15, 2026. Council member Woodgate seconded the motion. Council
members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Council member Woodgate introduced Ordinance #1072, "Annual Appropriation Bill" of money
for the operation of the General and Utility Funds of the City of St. Paul, in Howard County,
Nebraska, appropriating the sums of money deemed necessary to defray all expenses and
liabilities for the fiscal year commencing on the first day of October 2026 and ending the last
day of September 2027. The following sums are hereby appropriated to defray the necessary
expenses and liabilities of the City of St. Paul, NE during the fiscal period commencing October
1, 2026, and ending September 30, 2027, to wit: {1) Operating Expenses $6,055,236.00; (2) -
Capital Improvements $2,749,697.00; (3) Other Capital Qutlay $431,480.00; {4) Debt Service
$2,945,996.00; (5) Other & Transfers $587,396.00; of which 5979,747.46 is to be raised by
property taxation. Council member Kowalski waived the three (3) readings of Ordinance #1072
on three (3) different occasions. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Council
members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.
Council member Peters moved for final passage of Ordinance #1072. Council member Wilson
seconded the motion. Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays
none. Maotion carried 4/0.

Utilities Superintendent Matt Helzer provided an overview of vacating the west ten (10} feet of
the 3" Street right-of-way between Davis and Elm Streets. If approved, then the ten (10) feet
can be utilized as part of the easement; it will not affect any street paving, and the owner will



pay property tax on the extra ten (10) feet. Council member Woodgate moved to approve
vacating the west ten (10) feet of the 3rd Street right-of-way between Davis and Elm Streets in
Block 32, Original Town, St. Paul, NE, with the stipulation that it does not affect the Railroad
property. The City will reserve easement rights. Council member Wilson seconded the motion.
Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried
4/0.

Council member Peters moved to approve the Consent Agenda ltems: (1) Minutes August 17,
2026 (special} and August 17, 2026 (regular); (2} Zoning Permit Minutes August 24, 2026; and
(3} Disbursements of September 8, 2026. Council member Kowalski seconded the motion.
Council members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried
4/0.

September 8, 2026, Dishursements

Gross Wages - August 2026 123826.64
911 Custom {supplies) 178.00
Amazon Capital Business (books) 602.80
Anderson, Trae (uniform) 140.00
Banyon Data Systems (service) 490.00
Berthelsen, Laura {uniform) 43.08
Bomgaars (supplies) 1522.06
Bound Tree Medical (supplies) 172.90
Bryan Jensen Clothing {uniforms) 724.04
Charter Communications (service) 572.07
Charter/Spectrum (service) 249,97
City Health Deductible Savings (insurance) 5808.00
City of St. Paul 125 Plan (insurance) 90.00
City of St. Paul (insurance fees) 768.00
Construction Rental (supplies) 494,20
Core & Main (supplies) 6560.24
Crescent Electric {supplies) 791.58
Custer County Recycling (Service) 58.60
Diamond Engineering Company (service) 1360.00
Dick's Repair (service) 682.05
Dutton-Lainson (supplies) 9036.20
Eakes Office Solutions {contract) 703.49
Ecolab (service) 219.87
Elan Financial Services {supplies, postage, uniforms, education) 3009.36
Elba Fire Department (reimb) 1235.00
Elmwood Cemetery (service) 400.00
Filter Care (service) 56.10
Gorecki, leremy (uniform) 166.96
Grand Island Independent (subscription) 488.39

Hamilton Information Systems (service) 1568.50



Hastings Fiber Glass Products (supplies)
Heritage Bank: Utility Bills ACH Fee (fee)
Homestead Bank: NSF Fee: Howell {NSF Fee)
Hometown Leasing {contract)

Howard Co. Treasurer {Dispatch Fee)
Howard Greeley RPPD (supplies)

Jacchs Ford (service)

John Deere Financial {supplies)

Johnny's Lock & Key (service)

LARM (insurance)

Logan Contractors Supply (supplies)
Madison Nat'l Life (insurance)

Medica {insurance)

Marlow, Annice {education)

Menards {supplias)

Municipal Supply of NE {supplies)

NE Public Health Environ (lab)

On the Spot Cleaning (service)

Onsite Service Solutions {service)

Open Caret (service)

Overdrive Inc (books)

Overland Ready Mixed {concrete)

Parts Bin (supplies)

Penworthy Company (books)

Protective Equip Testing (service, supplies)
S E Smith & Sons {supplies)

Servi-Tech {lab)

Sherwin Williams (equipment)

St Paul Public School (supplies)

St Paul Rural Fire (reimb)

Sun Auto Tire & Repair (service)
Trentman, Mary (reimb)

Wesco Distribution {supplies)

2025-2026 CITY FUND TRANSFERS (City Transfers Below)
Light to Police: Operating: $178,500

Light to Park: Operating: 566,800

Light to Street: Poles: $5,000

Water to General; US Wage: 523,359
Water to Park: Qperating: $7,000

Sewer to General: US Wage: $23,359
Landfill to Park: Operating: $13,247
General to Swim Pool: Operating: $13,000
Street to General: US Wage: 523,359

1798.96
25.00
6.00
39.12
3481.65
728.96
224.83
81.90
68.00
29.84
10112.50
203.48
20275.69
1200.00
22.56
319.40
380.00
435.00
5%0.00
200.00
423.48
1396.88
108.72
424.38
573.60
42.56
261.00
5800.00
449,99
16623.89
194.14
43.38
3459.90
407436.64



Street to General: Snow Blower: $41,820
Street to VP Bond: Street Assessments: $11,992.64

Non-General Disbursemenis

Fire ICS #103268: Purple Wave Auction: Fire Vehicle (fire vehicle) 7370.00
Health Ded: Medica OneSource - health ded (reimb) 112.66
Sales Tax: Street: Mtr Veh Tax June 2026 Proceeds {Mtr Veh Tax) 9419.73
Sales Tax: Fire Station: June 2026 Proceeds (Fire Station) 20472.66
Sales Tax: 25% Infrastructure: June 2026 Proceeds (25% Infrast) 10236.33
Sales Tax: 7th Street Bar Property Improvement (PIP) 1840.00
Health Ded: Medica OneSource - health ded (reimb) 70.52
25% Infrast. Olsson: Engineer Fee (Eng Fee) 3672.82
Light ICS: Wesco - wire (supplies) 3221.77

The Mavyor and Council had a brief discussion on helding the South Central Economic
Development District (SCEDD) liable for part of the $22,674 overage amount pertaining to the
formula calculation error. The item has been tabled until Mayor Feeken contacts the South
Central Economic Development District (SCEDD) regarding the liability.

Council member Kowalski moved to approve returning City of St. Paul Police Department
donated carpet back to Bryan Robinson. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Council
members Kowalski, Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Council member Peters moved to approve transferring City of St. Paul funds in the amount of
$75,000 from the Sales Tax Money Market #504420 to the Sales Tax Checking #300277
regarding the transfers into: (1) Street - Motor Vehicle Tax; (2) Fire Station Proceeds; and (3}
25% Infrastructure when sales tax proceeds are deposited into the City account from the NE
Treasurer's Office. Council member Kowalski seconded the motion. Council members Kowaiski,
Peters, Wilson & Woodgate voted ave, nays none. Motion carried 4/0.

Sergeant Holmes updates: Grass nuisance letters were delivered and/or mailed on Friday,
September 4, 2025, and Saturday, September 5, 2026. A car nuisance at 108 Howard Avenue
was briefly discussed.

Utilities Superintendent Helzer reported that Alpha Utility LLC is assisting Hamilton

~ Telecommunications with boring; they have moved to Ord, NE until Spring 2027.

Mayor Feeken updates: (1) City claim at 917 Custer Street regarding broke fence post was
turned into LARM; (2) "The Den" Rural Economic Development Loan Grant (REDLG) payments
has been brought current.; (3) Hamilton Business staff has installed the City of St. Paul's new
server; (4) City of Ord, NE sent a thank you note to the City Electrical Department for assisting
in restoring utility damage from a recent storm; and {5) Street closure for the St. Paul Public
School Homecoming parade; Utilities Superintendent Helzer will contact Athletic Director Rob
Wegner regarding the closure.



Mayor Feeken adjourned the City Council meeting at 8:00 p.m.
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Connie Jo B :Cﬁ’ Clerk/Deputy Treasurer



